Tot-Finder® Stickers Not Recommended
Tot-Finder® Stickers

Over the years, many families have affixed decals known as Tot-Finder® stickers to the window or door of a young
child's room to alert firefighters to the presence of that child. The bright red and silver, reflective decals are
emblazoned with the words "Tot Finder" and an image of a firefighter carrying a child to

safety.

But the NFPA doesn't recommend using the stickers, citing two concerns:

1. The decals might direct an intruding child abductor to a sleeping child; and

2. If a child no longer sleeps in the bedroom with the decal - either because she has
moved to a different room or is older and no longer needs the assistance of the
sticker - it could waste valuable time for a firefighter trying to get the most vulnerable
family member out of danger.

"We would much rather a family get together and plan a home fire escape plan that includes
the whole family, where if there was a child who couldn't get out on his own, there was an adult assigned to that child
and the child would get out," says Comoletti.

Window decals which identify the location of a child’s room are NOT the solution to home escape planning with small
children. The NFPA recommends that all families install and regularly check smoke alarms for their effectiveness and
that they develop and regularly practice a fire escape plan in their homes.

For more information on fire safety tips, visit the NFPA's Web site.



Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your
home, you may have only a few minutes
to get out safely once the smoke alarm
sounds. Everyone needs to know what to
do and where to go if there is a fire.

SAFETY TIPS

M MAKE a home escape plan. Draw a map of your
home showing all doors and windows. Discuss the
plan with everyone in your home.

M KNOW at least two ways out of every room, if

possible. Make sure all doors and windows leading

outside open easily.

M HAVE an outside meeting place (like a tree, light
pole or mailbox) a safe distance from the home
where everyone should meet.

M PRACTICE your home fire drill at night and during
the day with everyone in your home, twice a year.

M PRACTICE using different ways out.

M TEACH children how to escape on their own in case

you can't help them.
m CLOSE doors behind you as you leave.

IF THE ALARM SOUNDS...

M If the smoke alarm sounds, GET OUT AND STAY
OUT. Never go back inside for people or pets.

M If you have to escape through smoke, GET LOW
AND GO under the smoke to your way out.

FACTS

@ According to an NFPA'
“survey, only one of every

three American households
have actually developed and

~ practiced a home fire escape

plan.

(@ While 71% of Americans

have an escape plan in case
of a fire, only 47% of those
have practiced it.

@One—third of American

households who made an
estimate thought they would
have at least 6 minutes before
a fire in their home would
become life-threatening. The
time available is often less.
And only 8% said their first

~ thought on hearing a

smoke alarm would
be to get out!

M CALL the fire department from outside your home.
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